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THE FINAL CASE PRESENTATION
GUIDELINES FOR THE ORAL PRESENTATION

The Final Case Committee will have read your final case report before meeting with you but will know nothing about you or the patient other than what is contained in the report.  The oral exam thus asks you to demonstrate your ability to openly discuss and reflect on your work as it has been perceived by your readers.  Thus, the most effective way of preparing for the oral exam is to take every opportunity you have in the weeks before the examination to ask colleagues to read your report and ask you questions about it.  Don’t limit yourself to your supervisor and peers who already know the case; you want the reactions of people who have no information about your work other than what you have written.  

Questions oral committees may ask vary widely, but committees typically ask candidates to clarify or elaborate on:

1. Issues of theory, such as:

· To what degree do you understand and rely on theoretical concepts such as structural defects, conflict and ego strengths/deficits (if relying on structural theory) or internal objects, intersubjectivity, enactments and new relational experience if relying on relational theories)?

· Which theories and theorists most influenced you in doing this treatment and in writing up this case?

· How is unconscious material revealed?

2. Issues of technique, such as:

· Effective and ineffective methods of dealing with transference, countertransference, and resistance 

· What aspects of the treatment are most strongly related to change?  To stalemate?

· How did your experience with this particular patient affect your technique, not only in this case, but in others?

3. Aspects of the countertransference.

4. Additional details of the patient’s history and their relationship to the formulation and treatment.

5. The emotional climate of the treatment and how this has affected progress.  Is the treatment emotionally alive, traumatizing, intellectualized?  How have you addressed this?

6. What has the case taught you that has most impacted  your understanding of the therapeutic process?

